ONE SHILLING 



I 



IRISH 
PICTURES 




Eighty Sketches taken on the Spot 

BY F. DADD, M. FITZGERALD, HARRY FURNISS, 
WALLIS MACKAY, J. PROCTER, & R. C. WOODVILLE. 

Bepublished from the Illustrated London News. 



VIZETELLY fr GO. 10, SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND. 



Vi^lONAl^CONO/^ 

"^Y^* LATEST AWARD, FIRST PRIZE SYDNEY, 1880. » 

KEEN'S 
MUSTARD 

UNEQUALLED HONOURS. 

PUNGENT AND APPETIZING. 



MEDALS: 

LONDON. 

PARIS, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

MOSCOW. 



THE OLDEST 

MUSTARD 
MANUFACTORY 

IN THE 
WORLD. 



LINEN WHITE AS %\\ % 

By Using 

,1 







OXFORD BLUE 

IN SQUARES. 

ONCE TRIED, ALWAYS PREFERRED 



Manufactured by 

KEEN, ROBINSON & CO, 

LONDON. 



NUTRITIOUS DIETS for the Aged, Invalids, Infants, and Adults, 



PATENT GROATS, 

FOR GRUEL and LIGHT PORRIDGE, 

PATENT BARLEY, 

For Barley "Water, Custards, Infants' Food, fo. 

PURE SCOTCH OATMEAL, 

FOR PORRIDGE and OATCAKE. 

These Preparations of the Oat and Barky have been before the public for nearly half a century, and have malnta 

their reputation <>a account of their Intrinsic merit. 
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FACTS ABOUT CHAMPAGNE, 

AN1> OTHEB SPARKLING WINES, 

( i.liii-Uti during numerous FMta <« the Champagne and uther i iticuitmal 
IHstrtrt* <>/ i'rm,rr. tun! ih< Principal remaining IFine- I'l'Othtcittg 

Count in* •>!' ICnro/ii. 

ILLUSTRATED WITH 112 ENGRAVINGS FROM SKETCHES AND PHOTOGRAPHS. 
By HENRY VIZETELLY, 

i) 1878. 



:li: SAME MTllnU. 



FACTS ABOUT PORT AND MADEIRA, 

With Notes on the Wines Vintaged around Lisbon, and the Wines of Tenerlffe, 

ill.l V>'I> l'l RING A rOUK IN Till-'. U'TI'MX I . 

V.ITH 100 ILLUSTRATIONS FROM ORIGINAL SKETCHES AND PHOTOGRAPHS. 
WARD, LOCS WARWICK BY SQUARE, 

F. & C. OSLER. 



Glass Dinner Services. 

Glass Dessert Services. 

Glass Table Decorations. 

Glass Flower Vases. 

Glass Table Lamps. 

Glass Lustres & Wall Lights. 

Gbss and Metal Chandeliers. 



China Dessert Services. 
China Dinner Services. 
China Breakfast Services. 
China Tea Service}. 
China Vases. 

China and Parian Groups. 
China Ornaments. 



Sole Agents for th< Venice and Jturano Glass Co, 



To meet the increasing demand upon their China and Earthen- 
ware Department, New and Spacious Rooms have been opened, 
extending to Newman Straet, of which they invite inspection. 

BIRMINGHAM — ^MANUFACTORY & SHOW ROOM?, BROAD STREET. 
LONDON- --Show Rooms, 45, Oxford Street, W. 
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FOR PUDDINGS, BLANCMANGE, CUSTARDS, 

CHILDREN'S AND INVALIDS' DIET, 

AND ALL THE USES OF ARROWROOT, 

BROWN & POLSON'S 
CORN FLOUR 

HAS A WO^LD-WIDE REPUTATION, 
AND IS DISTINGUISHED FOR 

UNIFORMLY SUPERIOR QUALITY, 
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AS IRWS Oi^TilUOTIONlSl'. 
Ose of the greatest difficulties encountered by those who have 
endeavoured cither to coerce the natives of Ireland to ™*™™* 
themselves to English ideas, or else to mitigate after their own 
fashion the evils under which the poorer classes were l*" "™ 1 !;' 
has arisen from « obstruction." The quicker temper of the Let, 
however, leads him to construe the word very tlifferentlj from 
the more sluggish Saxon. With him, obstruction is not the 
passive resistance of the vi> Inertia, but assumes a more live y 
form, culminating of late in Land Leaguing and Boycotting, u >- 
,tnTctkm is jttst now apt to assail the stranger who -nata Ireland 
in many forms, one of the most amusing of which W < epuwa 
in the accompanying engraving. Our tourist s car m mw» 
to a sudden halt l,y the vagaries of an elephantine porUr, 
which insists on taking tmtoe best part erf i he Quccn-s highway 
at his will and pleasure, just as a knot of Irfata Members .k« 
of late insisted on taking up the Oi the time of Her 

Majesty's House of Commons, and blocking the progress of tin, 
chariot' of legWation. .Observe the porker. He could move 
nuiekly enough, if he chose, only he won't. He-does not realise 
that conventional idea of the Irishman's pig, which was so th 
that his master had to tic a knot in Ins tail to keep htm from 
slipping through Ihecmckn in his obWimIoot. HIhowihw bw 



inisii < nt> 1 i:i ■ 1 1 



n idi -nilv not reared him OH lbs plan of feeding hmi only 
other day, in order that such a course of alternate fasting and 
repletion may result in the production of tine streaky Imcon, 
displaying those accurately defined alternate layers of fat and 
lean so dear to epicures. Our pig is hill fed ami portly, as 
becomes "the gintlcman who pays the riot," or rather wtw 
liaid it when such a proceeding was in fashion. But at nee... 
he could really clear a 4-foot stone wall like a greyhound, and 
for all his obstinately affected resistance to the sturdy young 
peasants who are trying to drng him out of the way of the ear, 
he has like all his countrymen a keen appreciation of number 
one, and a firm determination as far as lies in his power to ssto 
his bacon. 

Sketches at Kodaks 
The sketches of the Duke of Lcinstcr's tenants, and of the 
wretched cabin on the ducal domain at Kildarc were taken ten 
ecus ago, still their counterparts arc to be found at the present 
any in most ports of Ireland, the peasantry of which are, 
Charles Russell truly ears, " the worst fed, the worst clad, and 
the worst housed of any in Europe "—worse fed and housed, 
as he told the House of Commons, than the horses and dogs in 
honourable meml ami kennels. It was in 1 be spring 

,,f |<*r<) tint we went fmm Dublin "■' Kildarc on hennng it 



rumoured that the wholesale eviction of forty-two families, 
numbering 152 individuals in all, was about to take place at the 
instance of the Duke of Lei lister's agent. We learned, how- 
ever, on the sjv>t that no written notices had been served although 
nis grace's miserable tenants averred that they had 
il notice by word of mouth from the coachman of the 
Duke's agent) w!u i, in their eyes was of only little less im- 
portance than bis master, who in his turn was almost as great 
a man as the Duke himself. No one associated the Duke with 
the threatened evictions, for he was universally spoken of as 
one of the best landlords in the sister kingdom. Still, the 
condition of some of his Kildarc tenants— Kildarc, from which 
bis eldest son takes his title of Marquis was most pitiable at 
the epoch in question. A more starring, ragged, ill-houfed 
community than the. occupants of the "retched mud-cabins that 
lined one side of one of the principal streets in Kitdare, it was 
hardly iwssiblc to conceive. 

One cabin, occupied by a widow, a grown-up son of twenty, 
another of about sixteen, and a daughter of about ten, co: 
of a single r<x»m merely, not more than eight feet by ten feet, 
with mud walls and tloor of course, and n nrnitUH 

bevond a rickety table and a broken benoh.au iron put. a keitl. 
swung by a chain over a scrap of turf fire that might have been 
put easily into n pint put. and before trhicn a slim bread h-al 
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nu slowly baking on a griddle : two or 
three teacups, n couple of holf-br 
plate?, a jug with broken spout and with- 
out a handle, were ttie sole 
utensils in the place. There who neither 
bedstead nor Inkling, hnt the family 
slept in their clothes on the bare ground 
with & few scraps of ragged drapery 
over them. There wore poodles of water 
in different places on the mud floor, and 
the planks of the door nearly tumbled 
asunder every lime the latter was opt 
or shut. A sickle wn« slung- to one of the 
and a spade stood in 
a comer, behind the door, by a hand- 
f al of straw on which the doukey ale \ 
night, serving as a sort of living ban l< 
to prevent tub door from 11 in 

in windy weather, The widow who occu- 
pied the cabin, although in rags and 
with bare leg* ami feet, was a perse 
some intt ice of 

language, and hod taught her children to 
read, her re was no- 

thing like education to get on in the 
world." i this poor c 

tare's point ,.f new, was no doubt limited 
to a certain although insufficient supply 
of food an and, The 

rent of tt Ich before 

the establishment of t lie Gorragh Camp, 

week merely, had since tieen Increased 
to KM, llii- Irish peasant who has to 
pay £2 3,». id. per annum for a bare 
shelter from U - may well be 

itisficd with his condition. 

IS THE W.VKE OF ItORY. 

Ratiif.r more than ton years ago — just 
passing af the Irish Uutd Hill, 
when agrarian = ifc in Ireland 

much as i< ; a Peace Preacrrol 

prohibited abroad at 

night tini' un- 

less "on lawful businessoroceaston,"whui], 
besides agitation fur tenant-right, th 
was a Fcnirni scare, and continual seii 

sing made at the different 
meyedthrot 
the Central and Western counties of i 
land in the wake of the mythical Bon 
the Hills of thai epoch, He rememi 
when in count] pea- 

santry took him (or a detective and the 
police for n Fenian, ! enquiry, 

"Any shod partoftheco 

addressed rally across the hoi 

dinner-table al Sells, as though tlie mouth were Septcml>cr in- 
stead ol March, an I partridges rather than landowners and 
their agents were Hie game referred to. The enquiry, more- 
over, bi rth no end "f responses, the majority of those 
present having each his story to tell. One rcla*- 
landed proprietor at KillHllcn, a few miles distant, who bod 




A VILLAGE GENERAL STOKE, 

been shot the previous evening while sitting with his family in 
rn chimney corner. The second case was that of a farmer 
ig over a con] at Fartha, less thnn half 

a dozen miles from Kells,and who had received a heavy charge 
of duck-shot in his face and head the night before, the next 
case was that of a neighbour of the foregoing, who had had his 



cabin forcibly entered, and his gun carried 
off, by a party of disguised armed men, 
while another waa that of an agent, to a 
well-known Irish nobleman whose car had 
been stopped near Fartha in broad day. 
light by four men armed with bludgeons, 
Luckily for him lie had his revolver "con- 
venient," as the Irish say, or murder or 
maltreatment would have been his fate. 
On the same evening, an innkeeper of 
Virginia, also in the neighbourhood of 
Fartha, while riding home on a car in 
company with the parish priest, was sur- 
prised at one of a party of men jumping 
up beside hi ru and informing him that if 
he did not lot out and I ■: t a certain field 
belonging to him at so much per acre Itory 
would pay him an early visit. He was re- 
minded that he had already received one 
warning— bis grave had been significantly 
dug in the field in. question— and was 
told that if he disregarded the second one, 
his life would certainly pay the forfeit, A 
few days before, a woman styling herself 
Itory 's Daughter had called at the house 
of a grazing farmer, on the pretence thai 
her papa and brothers were too much en- 
gaged on similar errands to come tliem- 
t, and enjoined him to give up cer- 
tain lauds which he had in grass, or 
unpleasant consequences would assuredly 
follow, A small fanner, too, who had 
paid £280 for the transfer of (he right to 
occupy merely twelve acres of land, had 
received notice, the day after he had 

liter into 
possession, or Boxy would certainly eject 
him with a bit!' rrified farmer 

' i lis thai veryday to con- 
soil a Dublin lawyer fis to how he could 
and was sadly 
chap-fallen al discovering that he hod no 
remedy. 
Two cases in the adjoining comity of 
were likewise referred to," one 
being that of a clergy man twice fired upon 
as he was returning home from a rent- 
sting errand at Clonfad ; and the 
other relating to a land steward who had 
been Shot at through a hole in a high wall 
while proceeding on s his family 

to church at Clara. The •• i ambling over" 
of landlords or agents on their way to 
church was so favourite a p;<-time with 
Boryand his men, thai in many parts of 
the connty the gentry were in the habit 
of altondin. with a couple 

'■ n, bid ed to the teeth, riding 
with them on their cars. We remember 
indeed having seen several such cars standing outside the 
church of Kilkenny West, the successor of 

"7Jt»e&rt»n1 Hum-It Hint topi tltc ntigli bearing lit 11" 

of Goldsmith's "Deserted Village," situated some couple of 
miles from the town of At h lone. 
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II seemed from the foregoing string of outrages as though the 
" rough and ready roving boys of Rory of the Hills," were bent, 
upon making the most of their time— in county Heath at any 
rate— before the new 1'cace Preservation A. >t came into operation. 
All over the county moBt well-to-do people having ought to do 
with land, either as owners,agents, and sometimes as tenants even, 
went about with loaded revolvers as though Ihcy were in some 
Far Western State of the 
American Union instead of 
in the great cattle-grazing 
county of Ireland. To such 
a pass had things come that, 
in the purely country dis- 
tricts, strangers in lr 
cloth were net down », de- 
tectives, and strangers in 
frieze as assassins ; and a 
good many landlords, and 
a vast Dumber of agi I ' 
went abont inmortaT cere id. 

All over the county you 
were continually coming 
open some locality which 
had its particular story of 
outrage or crime of com- 
paratively recent date. It 
was impossible to drive 
from one town to another 
without your car-driver 
pointing out by the way 
some spot where murder 
had been cither committed 
or attempted, or some das- 
tardly intimidation prac- 
tised. Take, for instance, 
Kclls, the soeond town in 
the county, surrounded on 
nil sides by gentlemen's 
seats. Streets and snhurbs 
ill ike were paraded, day 
and night, by armed con- 
stabulary, and its poor, 
house was crowdwl with 
companies of the 40th. In 
whichever direction you 
drove out of Kells, the car- 
boy would lie certain to 
iioint out some wall or 
hedge behind which 
assassin hod lain in wait, 
some field, the occupant of 
which had l>ccii warned by 
a threatening notice or a 
newly dug grave ; some 
house, the owner of which 
had liceu menaced, savagely 
beaten, or (bed upon wlfile 
seated nt bin fireside. 

Some few miles from 
Kells, just belOW Mnynalty. 
you were shown the hole 
cut in the hedge, through 



BOIiE OF Till: WKK OF T.tlSSTFIlS KIMMI'.E TEXAJJTS. 



which Mr, OTarretl's steward was shot at while opening a gale 
hy the side of the road leading to his own house. He escaped 
because only a minnte before his wife bad unconcernedly re- 
moved a peg which had evidently Iieen placed in the latch to 
make the pate difficult to open, and thus afford the ruffians an op- 
iv of taking surer aim a( their victim. In another direc- 
tion, the cabin was pointed out of a Utile farmer named Brughy, 




which had been burst into on Kells fair uight by four men, who, 
by dint of threats, had made Brughy promise to give up certain 
land, rented by him for grazing purpose* in a third direc- 
tion, just across the liorders of the county, and by the banks of 
■ beautiful lake several miles in extent, is the dean and thriv- 
ing little town of Virginia, forming quite a pleasant oasis in a 
i of dirt and decay ; and here the landlord of the 
(hniel, the miller, and the 
'keeper of i he general store 
— thai is lo nay, the three 
'most prosperous people in 
the place — had had their 
graves dug in three several 
fields on the some night, 
written notices stuck into 
olefl sticks being left lie- 
hind, warning them by 
nam* that the fields in 
quest ion were to be broken 
up and let out iu patches 
to the poor for tillnge, 
within eight days from 
thai dale, or the graves 
■viftly provided 
with tenants, lliis was 
the same hotel-keeper who 
had been threatened by a 
party of men as he w;i« 
ag the railway sta- 

mpany with the 

■ on the mail car. 
I' , priest, being a man 

nf peace, naturally did not 
interfere : the car driver, 
arse, dared not : and 
the hotel -keeper, licing in 
effect single-handed and 
unarmed, gave a half- 
promise to do what was 
•required of him, and ihc 
ear was allowed to proceed 
01] its way. 

Unquestionably many 
menaces of this descrip- 
tion proceeded from per- 
sons who bail no intention 
of putting their threats 
into execution , but who, 
profiting hy the panic 
which prevailed, made Use 
of these means of alarm 
to compass certain ends of 
their own. Instances, how- 
witi; so numerous, 

■ threats liad been 
followed by deeds, that 
the boldest hardly dared 
disregard them, but lived as 
now in a stnte of siege,** 
it were, with their houses 

i levohers al- 
•h. 



A MUD CABIN OS THE DUCAL UOMAIS AT KILDAJIE. 
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Although all thy ..utrag.s of which we have been speaking 
were connected in some way and, hardly any oi 

were the result of evi< be ex- 

cused on tlint score. When a tenant, by his own Mil 
labour and industry, and vrith the permission, or connive 
the owner of the estate, iiai recta: land or worthless 

hog, has built himself a house upon it. anil a shed for I, 
OX a^s or cow, has fenced it in, drained it, manured it, ho 
clumsily or scantily, and thus turned a p 
2*. an acre into fields worth 2i>.». or 30*., it is simply impossi- 
ble for him not to feel a sort of ownership in those fields and 

zs, and it is equally impossible for . ither a just landlord 
<it a fair bystander not to recognize both the naturabic- 
thc equity of this feeling, It ii impossible too not to rccOLTiiw 

has a claim cither to enjoy the fertility he has virtually 
created for a period long enough to repay 1dm £ 
reimbursed according to some etjui table scal« for the improve- 
ment hollas', i the cabini and sheds he has erectt'l. If, 
IhcTcforc, wfc ■ rprising tenant has completed hi* work 

imntion, and finished lling and bis poor 

and has converted a piece of shaking bog or a barren 
hill-sidc — which I | only starve a goat— into a Tarm on 

which a family can live in decent poverty, the owner of the soil 
turns him ont of his holding without psiying him the full value 
for everything that ho has done, or dWimd* such an extreme 
lent as almost amounts to evi- under cover of the law, 



ICl injury COmsui 
-"rawing that th dioold hai 

t fearful remedy. 



JIIH' 



its oecupiuita, as well as those of otlicr neigh- 
unspretendft , ao mea running, and 

heard ■ .,|_ J 



'.'.ITIOX or Ma Xniimsov v \t„ r. 



„•*■ *■ ''' " the scene of the outrage at Kill- 

alien we passed on onr way -about n mile ontside the town 
ami [ess than that distance fma the railway station— the snot 
i large landowner of the rusighbonrhoo^ 
nutnrnn of the preceding rear 
1,1 n wa " ' ' ! ■ : ' ' ■' suburban road, along which 

ind carriages arc running from rooming til] nioht and 
occaaionnliy trundle babies in i ic L . 

notch wm potato ■ lMimfof the blunder. 

rp S5 J^ISS B| !T tw Mr. Nicholson were 

dH.-harged, had rented Through the prcclpitancr of the aaa*! 
sin the charge mimed that gentleman, but killed his cr^hmwT 
Hie armed guard, who invariably accompanied Mr. Nicholson 
fiT"".* 1 in "w rumble behind, and a" 

-i By at a couple of men whom he saw scampering off tin 
the rising ground, but missed his aim. The dvhw ,.£,!,„„£ 
and the restless horse* requiring all his care he" hnfl o give^o 
any idea of pursuit, Not a hundred yards from rho«,w J 
abiu. whose doors and I -window? e™^ i*. 



■J^ I Tl e hence '• Wroth, the seat of Mr. Nicholson, 
stan-iing back from the road in a well timbered park overrun 
for H 8 TJ' and W l n i h ' w1th othor 1m »* ™ «« «™o estate, extend* 
Thi, Jfr CC f f" 1 ^ thTce miIes « 1 ""? the Oldcastle road. 
cldeflfhlr^ 11 h , ft J. lon E °een unpopular in the neighbourhood. 
who l^ e °! ta t0 e Wt a small tenant-farmer, 




,!,"„::, — V ,' '" lv ™ several courts of law. So strong «»<■ 
w/X^ ^ff* t,mt not a ^ a aw <*«*! feed a single 
SLlSnS? "' Mr ', Nicno1 ^'." part. Ever since his attempted 
aHiTwSSV T ^ , » lar P st'>f armed police had been established 
nl.i ™ . cllo! «>n s nonse ; and in such a state of terror did the 
Trlt f^ '^ thftt he rareh ' ventured outside his own 
^ m ^ f J w , mdl *» Promcmulod armed with a loaded rifle 
It fnn^S 1 ^^ * P ^ of constables, all with their carbines 
tn S» » • Pol, « men enarded the approaches and entrances 
» the mansion ; there were constables on the gravelled walks, 

h-»nL, -. n ' b en !f' ? n the laml - Md i" the stable-yard ; and no 
fltrangcrs were admitted into Mr. Nieholwn's presenre, or e«n 
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A mi:\tii "'■'l'.vnsv GENTLEMAN taki.no His DAILY COKBTtTUTIOSAL, 



inside the house, which was Ijarrieadcd 
and guarded more like a fortress, than 
acountry gentleman's mansion. When 
visiting the Marquis of Hcadft.rt, whose 
seat is only a short distance off, Mr. 
Nicholson thought it safer to go on 
foot, rather than in a vehicle; and the 
cortege, as it was described to us bv 
tma ,;i the Marquis's tenants, was cer- 
tainly a strange one. First came an 
armed constable as a kind of Scout, 
then a couple of others abreast, then 
two more constable*, with Mr. Nichol- 
son in between them — all being armed 
to the teeth, A posse of jiolicenicn in 
a ear, with a ladder slung at the side 
of it to enable them to scale any wall 
from behind which an assassin might 
tire, brought up the rear. Such was the 
nay in which during the spring of 187D 
unpopular landlords paid visits in 
county Meath. 

MON'l'MHNT TO A. VICTIM OP RlB- 

bonism. — The Outrage at 

KlLLAI.LEN'. 

<i\- the outskirts of Mr. Nicholson's 

well preserved estate, is Robcrtstown, 

and a few hundred yards beyond a 

plain monument, nurnionnted by a 




THE SPOT WHERE Ml!. NIUI'HWS WAS .-HllT AT. 



stone cross, stands in the hedge, as it 
were by the wayside, with an inscrip- 
tion recording that it was raised in 
memory of Richard Council, the vie- 
lira, some years since of an atrocious 
act of Ribbouism, On the rise of the 
hill is the little Catholic Chapel of 
Kilskecr, on returning home from 
attending mass at which one Sun- 
day morning, and on the very 
spot where his inonnment now 
■-lands, the unfortunate mau was 
dragged from his jaunting car and 
beaten to death with bludgeons by a 
parly of men wilh blackened faces. 
wiili in sight of his own home and be- 
fore the very eyes of his relatives and 
neighbours, none of whom dared iu- 
ferj>ose, or dared identify, even if 
they knew, the perpetrators of this 
barbarous deed. 

A little to the left, among the hills, 
lies the small town of Athboy, where 
threateuiii to land-owni-rs 

and tenant-farmers had lately been 
extremely rife, while in advance is the 
village of KiL-kccr. on clearing which 
one entered a somewhat wild- looking 
country, carefully enough cultivated 
however over such portions as had been 
turned up by the plough, and having 




ualhatu BOT/SB, county heath, 
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considerable tracts of land which hail 
b«en reclaimed from the tiog. lathe 
lowlands of the man fields 

were patches of bog, to the verge of 
which the spade or plough pond 
and as tlic black earth ma thrown up 
by tbe latter, a procession of inelan- 
c ho! j -looking crows would follow 
closely in its wake, inarching in tin- 
gle file along each newly fanned 
farrow in search of aught thai 
ploughshare might turn up. Tbe 
labouring mtn, wlkO 
middle-aged or old— the younger ones 
baring all emigrated to America — had 
» peculiarly sullen air, and answered 
curtly when spoken to. The women 
and children looked half-starved and 
very wretched. The pig alone seemed 
well fed and CO he at least 

looked as though he lived on tin 
of the Sand, and was certainly as 
much cared for as a pet child. 

It was in this forbidding district 
that Crawford, the small fanner and 
agent who had been shot at and 
dangerously wounded, resided. Though 
a man of some substance, his home- 
stead wa» nothing more tl. 




those little stone cabins common to 
the peasant class, he had, however, just 
built a substantial stone farmhouse for 
his own occupation. The two stood 
side by side on rising ground, having 
another little farmhouse a meadow's 
length of them, and a larger farm, 
hardly ten minutes' walk distant. On 
our arrival we saw that the house was 
guarded by a party of police, and 
learned that the injured mau had 
never spoken since he was fired at, 
which is matter of no surprise, since 
portions of his nose, jaw, tongue, and 
under lip had been shot clean away 
by the large, jagged pellets that passed 
sideways through his cheek. The 
room in which the wounded man was 
sitting when the shots were tired was 
only some seven feet square, and 
lighted by a single little window 
through which a man conld with 
difficulty thrust his head. Crawford 
had just taken his seat on the settle 
by the tire-side when he was shot : the 
gun bad evidently been fired quite 
close to the window, which was 
shivered to atoms. Tbe missiles struck 
Crawford in the shoulder as well as 
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in tbe face, and others (lew 
the apartment, passing over the 
head of Crawford's wife, who was 
stooping to pick up a newspaper, 
piercing the serving-boy's cos 
penetrating the cradle in which 
the baby was being rocked to sleep 
by an old nurse. 

The wife and brother of the 
wounded man entertained no kind 
of suspicion of any human being. 
All the neighbours agreed 
Crawford wait a most inoffensive 
roan, who had never quarrelled with 
any one, and who had mode no 
alteration in the farm to which 
he succeeded on the death of his 
father a year or two since. A i 
bonring farmer, clad in the 
fashioned frieze tail coat, yellow 
cord breeches, grey stockings, and 
wearing one or those remarkably 
tall hats with extremely narrow 
brim* for which certain Irishmen 
exhibit so strange a pai 
most emphatic in praise of Craw- 
ford s — "He was a good Protestant 
and a good neighbour, and truth it 
is I that am a Etonian Catholic 
who says it. As for the Irish they 
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are so bad that nothing the Govern- 
ment can Ao will be too severe for 
lliem." Like all the rest of his 
class, this old gentleman, when 
talking to a stranger and a Saxon, 
professed to welcome the Coercion 
Bill ; though whether he was giving 
expression to bis real sentiments 
is more than doubtful. It was the 
opinion of the police that the 
majority of small farmers in this 
part of Ireland, though not active 
agents in keeping alive the system 
of terror which so largely prevailed, 
were secret sympathisers in the 
'• Rory " movement. The police 
theory was that the object of Rory 
and his men, was not merely the 
execution of a sort of wild justice 
in eases where anything like op- 
preseiorj on the part of landlords or 
agents had been practised, but main- 
ly to prevent rent a from being raiset 1 . 
Fanners of fifty acres and more had 
been and were still all doing re- 
markably well, and they entertain- 
ed a fear that the landlords would 
take advantage of their prosperity 
to exact higher rents unless effect- 
ually terrified into not doing so. 




The Wot/hmd Kuami at Euhh*,. 

About half a doien mile* from Kells, on tho ridge of a hill 
that rises from some eonstdemblc tracts, or boglaud, area few 
scattered farmhouses and cabin* forming the 1 art ha, 



VKLLXft FARM UOITSK AT FAI'.TUA. 

In a tolerably wclt-to-do-looking homestead of the group then 

wft * "'■ ' 'f any wi th Ids sister, a fine heartv old fellow 

ey, who farmed something like a couple of hundred 

rty of whioh-u very large proportion on a 

Heath farm-were under tillage. This land had been in the 



occupation of himself and his father before him for upwards of 
a hundred years. Living on terms of amity with bis neighbours 
and the labourers in rns employ, he dreamt he had never an 
enemy in the world until he was suddenly disturbed in this 
comfortable persuasion. 
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It appears that one evening, just as dusk bad set in, a party 
i.r Tamil nun, ptimed with whisky, tame to his house, one 
Sotirbsblng a pistol la his bund, and another armed with a 
carbine, which he pointed at Uciiley's breast, at the same lime 
demanding his gun »£ him. Reilley tried to draw the party into 
another room to search for it, hoping, when their backs were 
tamed, to get possession of it bimnclf, and leach them, as he 
phrased it. ■' the difference between mutton and goal" But 
one of the nm lit of the end of the barrel above a 

pile of bandbox* s, and at once sailed on it Having got what 
they wanted, they left to visit other farmhouses of the n 
bourhood on similar errand-. Two hours afterwards a man 
entered tin and after snapping several pen. 

caps, retired, 



Ecilleydid not relish this piece of bravado, following so closely 
upon the losaof his gun, ami, reasoning with himself, apprised 
the police of what had taken plae l hem to keep a 

watch at night on some particular cabin in tic neighbourhood, 
which he indicated. This, however, was thought to be ui 
sary by the officer in command of the adjacent post ; and a little 
after eight o'clock the following; evening, while Reilley was ab- 
sorbed in tin- newspaper, ha was startled by receiving a charge 
of duck-shot in his face and head from a gun iircd threagh the 
window-panes. The charge -shattered his s|icctaotes, and blinded 
him for the moment, with the How of blood ; but, owing to tla 
muzzle of the gun having been pointed at too great a distance 
from the window, no more serious harm wag done. Although 
there are several cottages within five minutes' walk of the spot, 



and a couple of constables heard tlic report and hastened in the 
direction of it, Heilley's assailant got clean off, and the police 
never arrived at so much a* a suspicion as to the rual culprit. The 
sergeant of constabulary observed to us that not an individual 
would ever render them the smallest aid, many from sympathy 
with the perpetrators of the crimes, the remainder through fear of 
ini lining their vengeance. " We have DO) a Single friend,'' said 
he, " among the whole of the email farmers or the peasantry for 
miles around, Itcilley himself knew his as-siiiant well enough, 
but dared not danotmee him. Walking with us to the end of a 
field, he pointed stealthily over his shoulder at one of his own 
nun. who wai engaged in ploughing. "That'bthe fellow who 
shot me," said he ; "bwt don't bint a word abonl it. Of i shall 
very soon be a dead man." 
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A Car-Driver on tile Uoinos of Hoky*. 

As we drove back to Kells, the car-driver — 
as thorough a Paddy as could be met with in a 
week's drive through the Emerald Isle — was loud 
in his condemnation of the cowardly practice of 
carrying off a man's gun and then shooting him 
unawares, and he seemed thoroughly to sympa- 
thize with the old farmer, whom, bo admitted, 
nobody had a word to say against, But when 
wc came to remark that the strange feature of 
many of these outrages was the apparent absence 
of all motive on the part of those who perpe- 
trated them, Mike burst into a loud chuckle. 
" Divjl a bit of raison have they for tumbling 
the poor fellows over; that's the fun of the thing ! " 
said he. At this precise moment wc passed a 
sturdy little old man on the road, witli his head 
bandaged up and his face covered with stieking- 
plaister. " That's Tim JIacover," said Mike, 
"whom they marthcred." " Murdered 1 what 
do you mean)" we asked. '•Truth, that on Id 
gintlcman there ; didn't ye ace the patches on 
his fiiei- .' it'- him they murthered, Sunday 
itiglit three weeks; Bory and the 'boys' gave 
him a bating for half an hour wid their sticks- 
He keeps a little shop down the road, and sells 
tay and tobacco and them sort of things," 
" But aren't there any houses near ; didn't any 
one come to help him ? " " Divil a one — divil 
a soul. He says there were thirty of the boys ; 
but divil a hit can ho tell why they hate bim. 
Hal ha I ha! hal divil a ha' north docs he know." 
And Mike went off into a monstrous fit of 
laughter— stamping bis feet on the splash-board 
of the car, and rolling from side to side in the 
intensity of bis glee, so that one expected every 
moment to sec bim fall a victim to his misplaced 
merriment, and pitch headlong iuto the road, 

A Pig Fair at Trim. 

The half dozen towns of the great grazing 
County of Month nil present unmistakable 
evidences of decay. In the doorway of the prin- 
cipal hotel in the principal town of the county 
one found five dirty, ragged beggar-women 
and one sturdy beggar-man installed, quite as 
though it were their accustomed quarters. Those 
who desire to know how dirty and ragged a 
genuine Irish beggar-woman can be, need g<> 
no further than Nnvan for a specimen. The 
mule member of the fraternity, whose garments, 
if not of the same brilliant colours as Harlequin's suit, were 
composed of quite as many patches, implored our charity on 
the plea that his " backbone and stomach were mating with 
hunger and thirst." The coffee-room of the Havan hotel 
commanded a view of the two principal streets, with half 
a dozen dilapidated tenements at Iheir point ot junction. 
This corner was the privileged lounging-ground of all the 
lazy ruffians in the place, and no fouler and lazier are to 
be found in County Meath. At Trim — which one cannot 
help associating with Tristram Shandy, or with Uncle Toby 
rather, and which is the assize town of Meath — there is only 
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a single hotel ; still, it is unique : you sit on dirt, y 
eff dirt, :itnl you sleep in dirt. The morning being wet, 
half a truss of straw was fhmg down on the bare boarda 
of the passage to do duty for a mat— a piece of fastidiousness 
which the filthy state of the uncarpetted stairs re: 
altogether superfluous. A olothes-brash having been asked for, 
was, after half mi hou at length found. " )' 

red Biddy, with the most charming ua'ivete. "now. 
what's the use of taking off the dirt, for sure it will be 
coming mi again su"u enough I " 
Trim pig fair is held on the outskirts; of the town, at 



foot i.f the mound whereon tin: county 
of Meath has raised 11- "grateful contribution 
to the illustrious Duke of Wellington," com- 
monly said to have been born at Daugan, in 
the neighbourhood. A statue of the hero in full 
regimentals surmounts a tall granite column, and 
from the height of his commanding position the 
great Duke, waving his Field Marshal's baton, 
looks down lien i the grunting, squeak- 

ing, swinish multitude congregated beneath, and 
over which Pat. Mike, Dan, Larry, and Tim, all 
rigged out in their best toggery as well as clean 
shaven — an operation that has most likely been 
performed by the aid of such reflection as a 
bucket of clean water supplies — tire driving the 
hardest of bargains. " WiH ye take it? "demands 
Mike ; " will ye take it now .' giv me yer hand," 
which having obtained possession of, be thumps 
away iit Willi his own brawny list, rcjieating 
qneanonaad thump at the same time. Meeting 
inviiriai'ty with a negative response, Mike at 
length turns on his heel, exclaiming in a tone 
of i' Och ! may I Diver breathe 

agin if 1 giv yer another ha'penny.'' But, un- 
fortunately, lie cannot resist turning round anil 
catting a wistful glance Ot the coveted pig, 
which has the effect of bringing him back again. 
By this time the bystanders, all more ot less ex- 
eiied over the business, begin to interfere. 
'■ Ye'll never gil tny more, and 'II have 

(-1 drive yer pig home agin." " Pcvide the pound 
wid lihn, and sell yer pig I " " Let him have 
the pig ! " " Why a ':! tiim the pig ; " 

■■ Take Ms money and give him the pig I " 

Such is the advice given to Tim, who has a pig 
to dispose of ; and, on the other hand, a certain 
amount of persuasion is brought to bear upon 
Mike, wlui is desirous of buying one : — " Arrah t 
devide the ten shillings wid bim 1 " " Give him 
another half-crown I " Give him his £4 " &c. 
Kinally, on Tim consenting to return Mike five 
shillings out of the £-1 a bargain is struck, bauds 
arc clasped, the money is paid, and duly spat 
ujx.n. certain hieroglyphics are scored tin the 
pig's back in red chalk, and the transaction is 
brought to a satisfactory ending. 

The proverbial humours of an Irish fori 
as wc read of in works of fiction, have passed 
utterly away. You may Ix: iu the heart of one 
of these assemblages from early morning till 
well-nigh dusk, and not hear a laugh, nor see so 
much as a smile on the countenance of a single 
person present. Save, too, from the lips of 
itinerant ballad-singers, one rarely hears even a match of 
Irish peasantry, eaten up with a thorough hatred 
j Sand and every I king liuglish, while guardedly polite 
n " stranger who is brought into contact wilh 
them, appear ti> have become tin' most melancholy of mortals. 
And yet, with all this, even in their driest dealings there 
is a touch of humour that is perfectly Irresistible, allhough 
they themselves evidently unconscious of if, maintain the 
utaidost gravity. This i- especially apparent at an Irish pig 
fair, where the dower of ihe laud in the tiro-;! possible con- 
dition are periodically gathered together. On these occasions, 
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A SHALL KAXHER. 



A JIIW'M.M.IS. 



shortly after sunrise, along all ti ling into the town, 

a procession of p e seen— the Ml grown and mode- 

rately sir 

mt wisps of [heir hind legs, while 

"|'" i" doe bantlin in in donkey 

carte, packed almost I 
together as sardines in a I 
The pig, which pr • 
steadily cnongh a 
highway, is apt to tin I 
the right hand and to this left 
directly he finds himself in 
principal street of a town, mid 
as a consequence a continual 
struggle is maintained 
pig and dri. 
open shop-door r. 
along I he line of mute, 

Meatd: Laps. 

Jfeatli we were anxious to 
secure .n roup »t 

its peasantry- j goffer- 

ing an; 

who, from having been for some 
years past ti. T l an d- 

lords and agent*, had now be- 
come equal I 
many tenant farm*. I 

hood of the more recent out- 

-c drove in the'! 
of Killallcn, where myst of the 
land heins m grafs, and the 
district raoreriTer being very 
thinly populated, we pi 
a considerable distance without 
meeting a single labouring mm. 
Just after leaving Crossakecl. a 



little village anions the hills, which had its post of police, 
■h old men and women, formed the hulk of its inhabit- 
ants, we caught sight of a large party of men at work in a field 
by the roadside, Stopping the ear suddenly, we cleared thy 
bunk, and made for the nearest group, with whom wo enj 



r j* 
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in conversation, while the ear-driver, leaving his horse, strolled 
up ton .up some little distance off. Having explained 

our object, and my friend having commenced plying his pencil, 
we noticed men running from all parts of the" field to where 
i lie caff-driver was standing, and where a lively discussion ap- 
peared to be going on. Even- 
tually several of them shoul- 
dered their large spades and 
cleared off. The sketch com- 
pleted, an d the ear-dri ver having 
rejoined us, ',wc learned from 
him that we had created eon- 
rahle alarm among the 
party. It seems that, having 
heard a good deal about the 
Coercion Bill, and that anyone 
might be arrested under n 
without the formality of a war- 
I . ihcy had set us down asde- 
ves from the Castle,, and had 
anxiously inquired of the car- 
driver, who among them it was, 
that we intended taking into 
'■iisiody. 

We gathered from the people, 
that the field they were working 
in was rented by a middleman 
at. the rale of :C2 per acre ; and, 
d ivided in to plots (each consist- 
ing of two ridges, equal to half a 
rood), was re-let to some twenty 
men at the rate of £7 per acre, 
■ ided the crop turned out a 
good one. In the event of the 
crop proving indifferent, the rent 
was to be lowered, at the dis- 
cretion of the middleman. After 
tli'- land bad been worked for 
four years, it was commonly 
allowed to lie follow for five 
tnj or longer ; consequently 




A CEXTLF.HAS FAHMXR AT MTLLfSOAB MARKET, COt'.VTV WMMKATH. 



IRISH PICTURES. 



11 




12 



IRISH PICTURES. 



they did not consider they were charged an exorbitant runt. 
They complained bitterly of nearly ill the land in the county 
being devoted to pasture. A man could do no good there, 
they sail! ; and everyone emigrated to Am moment 

he had the chance. Wages were just then 2s. a day. bat R 
farm servant, engsiged all the year round, only received fo. 
a weclt ; sometimes a cabin was thrown in, but this was rare. 
Beef they never " You nut me in stock, then'.'' 

replied one of them, when asked the price of butchers' meat ; 
"1 haven't tasted a bit these seven year-. At Christmas we 
manage a morsel of bacon, and all the rest of the year we 
live on potatoes. We burn turf in winter, as it is cheaper than 
coal; it is )5<j!. to Ifid. the gase, and there are five gazes in the 
ton. Kot half the men Id can read — it is only the 

yonng ones who can ; we all send our children to school 
now: wc know it's the best thins we can do for thorn. We 
■;ire about the Coercion Hilt; they can't take our ' pea- 
shooters' away from us.'' "Why!" "Why, bnoar.se they 
never trusted m with any I I hope the Land Bill will do us 
good ; it's quite time something was done for us." So far the 
spokesman of the parte, and the polic&ieiBeant at Croasakeel, 
said the people in the neighbourhood were generally very badly 
off. Their Bonn irere long, and they worked very hard, and 
in the winter time the distress among them was something 
painful. 

agricultural returns for Heath, shewed that there were 
four head of cattle and six sheep against three human 1 
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including all the population of (he towns, to every fifteen acres 

of its entire area. You may drJvi county in certain 

directions, for a v. tracts of splendid 

pasture, and meet -mall patches of land 

under tillage, sometimes by the plongh, but more frequently by 

the spade. One lights on* no dairy farms among these broad 

lie simply rich grajjiiig-groumls for itc 

i being commonly held by the landholders them- 

the remainder I re substantial farmers, 

while only the inferior soils, reclaimed bog and the tike, fall to 

of the pen* ■ consequence of this condition of 

things, the demand for agricultural labour is not only trifling, 

but uncertain and never couiiuuous, while wages arc corre- 

qwnrringly I 



A fsw as Host's Doings m Westmeath. 

f.v Westmeath, every road leading out of Mullingsr, the county 
town. Las its story of agrarian crime m the epoch prior 

to the passing of the Irish Land Bill, 'lite station-master ei 
the railway had been shot dead at his own door in front of the 
line, nud on' I yards from the sti 

was about entering his house at the close of bis day's 
The armed policemen why were on guard heard the shot Bred, 
but, imagining (he report to have been caused by the buffers 
of some carriages ben violently together, left the 

station for the night, in perfect ignorance of the occurrence. 
A short time previously a landed proprietor named ITetheretan 
had been fired at and mortally wounded while being driven 



home late at night from Ihc Killncan station. The coachman, 
on hearing the report, put his horses into a gallop, and reached 
home, without stopping to look at his master, who, on the 
carriage-door being ojvened, was found lying at the bottom of 
the vehicle quite dead. Mr. Fetherston was universally re- 
garded in the neighbourhood as a hart! landlord and an over- 
bearing man ; and however horrified people may have been at 
the tragedy, no one seems to have felt the smallest surprise at it, 
A bw weeks prior to our visiting Midlingar, a small farmer 
I Kerrigan who had purchased the right of occupying 
five acres of land at Johnstown, a few miles east of Mullingar, 
and which he had afterwards refused to give back again, had 
been shot down in his own house and died of his wounds a 
c"iipU: of <iays afterwards. On the road from Mullingar to 
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Kilbeggan the ear-driver pointed out the cottage 
of a carpenter who had been lured from home 
one evening on the pretence of some cait 
having broken down and requiring repair, aud 
had been shot dead in a lonely spot by a baud 
of Kibbonmen. In the same neighbourhood, 
the agent, the bailiff, and one of the tenants of 
Sir W. Lceson had l«en severally fired at, in 
connection with some dispute about the Clonn- 
bague farm, and the two latter had been severely 
wounded. The agent, Mr. llornidgc, was shot 
nt on his way to church, and fortunately escaped 
injury. We noticed his honse standing back 
some" little distance from the road tn the midst 
of a large tract of grass land, laid out witli 
(-lumps of fir trees, and fenced with iron hurdles, 
giving the place the appearance of a miniature 
park. Two armed constables were strolling in 
front of the building, for since the attempt on 
Mr. Horuidge's life several years previonsly, ha 
had been guarded by police night and day, a 
Couple of constables accompanying hi in on nil 
his movements as regularly as bis own shadow. 

At this epoch, wherever in Ireland a cat lie 
fair happened to be held, and, indeed, wherever 
it chanced to be market day, extra police were 
invariably to be found on duty, picking their 
way among the potatoes and the pigs, M hover- 
ing on the outskirts of the crowd ; consequently 
at Mullingnr one saw without .surprise the space 
in front of the market honse thickly dotted over 
with constables the day on which the weekly 
market was lie Id. Still, one was hardly prepared 
to see a private car drive into the midst of the 
throng, having on it a respectable-looking old 
gentleman with a large white beard, and a couple 
of policemen armed with loaded carbines. It 
was evident the individual in question was not 
in custody, as the driver halted at his bidding', 
and he himself alighted of his own accord. On 
enquiry we learned this was no other than Mr. 
Mornidgo, attended by his inseparable armed 
escort. It was in this fashion that a highly res- 
pectable gentleman farmer was constrained logo 
about his ordinary business in county Westmeath , 

A mile < it iw o 1 wyottd Mr. Horuidge's residence, 
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we came to the village of CJonfud, on si sting of 
a few isolated mud or stone cabins, in a more 
than ordinarilydilnpidated condition. the thatched 
n more rotten and pervious to 
the elements than the roofs of Irish cabins 

rally arc, and the small square hole that 

s to light the entire dwelling being fre- 
quently without a scrap of glass in it. Twelve 
of i ht se cabins, with their few acre plots of pour 
neglected land, were owned by the Iter. Mr. 
Croftou, who had been at Clonfad about a fort* 
night previously to receive his rents and make 
an inspection of his jiosscsisions. vi ii b the view, 
as he intimated lo his tenants, of raising their 
rents. It was dark before he started on his 
return to Tyrcll's Pasa, some two mile* distant ; 
and he had hardly proceeded a couple of 
hundred yards beyond the la^l cabin on his 
Miiall estate, along a perfectly straight road with 
open fields on either side, when he was met 
by three men, one of whom fired at ami wounded 
him slightly in the shoulder. The ruffians in- 
stantly scampered off — only however to lie in 
wait sonic little distance along the read, when, 
watching their opportunity, they sent four flying 

a after their victim, nil of which luckily 
missed their aim. Everyone of the tenants had 
since received notice to quit Must of them ad- 
mitted that Mr. Crofion was a very kind man, 
who had given money to several of them on the 
very day he bad been attacked. Still they pro- 

- d that the land which they held wa^- 
poor to warrant the rise of between 30 and 4u 
per cent, that he hail talked of, and which had 
induced the ag»-nt of the property to resign, 
forcing Mr. Croftou to take the management of 
ii info hit OWXt hands. It was some miles further 
ahmg the same road, on the borders of the county, 
that a land steward had been fired at through'a 
hole in a high wall, while on lis way to church 
nt Clara. 

One particular individual commonly spoken of 
by the country people with the prefix of Captain 
to bis name, anil regarded by the police as the 

,uised leader of the Westmeath Ribbonnicn, 
appeared to be universally looked upon as 
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habitations, Rcarcely a simile superior to the cave of on ancient 
Briton. 

At first not a soul was to be seen, but llie unusual ap- 
pearance of a Saxon stranger Soon sufficed to attract a jterfect 
crowd. Scouts sallied forth in all directions, and a ragged 
regiment of half-famishnl men, women, and children, including 
the halt, the lame, and the blind, came trooping in. The most, 
intelligent among theiu was a sturdy ploughman, who had 
lived on the bog all his life, and had a cabin, and an aero plot 
on which be bad sown oats and potatoes, hoping, though 
doubting whether the first would come to anything, ai 
which he paid the farmer for whom he worked 30>. a year. He 
talked sensibly enough about tenant-right and the Land iiill, 
and told us that since the passing of the Encumbered J 



Act, wages had risen a trifle in Eosoominon, being just then 1a 
a day. with 1*. 'id, during shearing time. 

" The farmers of Boscommon," said he, are nearly all well Off 
— are gentlemen, in fact— and retjuire a poor man fo put his 
baud to his hat whenever he meets them. Do you think, Sir," 
added he, ''me Land Bill is going to do the poor man any 
good J " This was the first question whieir the more intelligent 
Irish agricultural labourer usually asked a stranger, into whose 
eyes lie looked trustfully, believing him to be possessed of 
knowledge far beyond bis own limited ken. 

Flaherty, another resident in the bog, who was aged SO, and 
had a wife and seven children, four of whom he admitted went 
out begging, told us that a year aj;o he was behind band a year's 
rent, amounting to 8T#., and hud had his standing crop seized, 



and his land taken away from him, because he could not pay 
ii ; i. Several families be longing to the village sent their children 
tu school a tniic distant, and paid a penny a week for each. 
However great might lie their distress, it seems that the people 
ot the bog always avoided the poor-house, because as they said 
there was a chance of their righting themselves, but if they 
once gave up their cabins and their holdings, it was quite certain 
they would never get them back again, 

Pouca Night Raid at the Hundred Acres Boo. 

The system of admmiatermg unlawful oaths which had been 
rife for some time past in Kayo, had onlj lately been introduced 
into (he adjoining county of Boscommon at the epoch of our 
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obligations of his oath, and 
the woman entered into 
possession. This pnt the 
police on the qui rtrr ; and 
when a party of three were 
on I heir way from Ballin- 
lonph station to arrest the 
woman Homan on a warrant 
for holding illegal possession 
of 7esey's land, and just as 
they hud arrived at a place 
culled the Hundred Acres, 
t hey saw in the dim morning 
twilight a party of about 
twenty men standing near a 
cabin in the midst of the 
bop by the wayside. They 
wheeled round 'by a narrow 
jiath with the view of coming 
up with them, but seeing this 
movement on the port of the 
police, the men scampered 
off across the hop in all 
directions ; and by the time 
I lie constables reached the 
cabin they managed to se- 
cure bnt one of the party . 
They learned from the oc- 
cupants of the cabin, one 
Michael Brannan and his 
wife, that the door had been 
burst in by a number of men 
while they were in bed, who 
*ad sworn Brannan in the 
dark, in order that he might 
not be able to recognize any 
of the pnrty, " to be loyal to 
the Could rv. anil to pay no 
rent beyond the prof-law 
Tarnation of his holding," 

The captured man having 
" peached " on his accom- 
plices, a couple of nights 
afterwards a considerable 
body nf police was drawn in 
to headquarters at Castle- 
reagh from all the surround- 
ing posts, and started off 
on cars from the police bar- 
racks at midnight, a sti- 
pendiary magistrate of the 
ili-trift- being in their com- 
pany, with the object of 
scouring the country round 
about the Hundred Acres, 
and arresting certain men 
who had !>een indicated to 
theinnsbelongirigtothegang 
I hat had sworn Brennan. 

The inhabitants of Castle- 
reagh had all retired to rest 
when the cortege of armed 
men crossed the market 
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place and passed down the principal street, then over the bridge 
across the river Suck, ami through some outlying hamlet into 
the open country, when; the white cabins stand out clearly in 

the moonlight against the dim background hills. After a time 
the road winds through a dense fir plantation past a gentle- 
man's scat perched on rising ground, in the midst of a solitude 
of foliage and verdnre, and finally strikes the Tillage of Ballin- 



euuo house, westtort, comers mayo. 

lough, on the Ixirders of a charming little lake, which gives its 
name to the place, 

A singularly wild-looking country is next traversed, the road 
ascending and descending a succession of precipitous hills, with 
isolated cabins nestling in the hollows, and stone hedges on 
c itber Bide, and soaroely a tree to be seen tat miles. The rains 
of a i nice extensive mansion rise up against the skj at the end 



of a long avenue of beech trees — the scat, no doubt, in years 
gone by. of one of those rollicking Irish squires who dissipated 
their inheritances 8000 after succeeding to them, and left the 
legacy of winding up their affaire to the Encumbered Estates 
A drive of another mile or two, and the road turns 
sharply to the right, and intersects an immense beg, on the far 
outskirts of which, hemmed in by the stony (ialway hills, is the 
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locality which goes by the name of the Hun 1 

the cars halted, and the police, armed with loaded rifles, 

revolvers, and sword bayonets, were told off into parti 

crossed the bog in different directions. One cabin dooi 

another was burst in by them in the hope ■ ng the 

individuals they were inquest of, but inilmost en 

they found the birds flown, ami sneceeded in arresting only 

three men, committed to take their trial a 

ensuing Roscommon Ass 



mpUces of these men that no 

iirhotid ; and although 

in all dire 

was secured. When we drove over to the Handled 

;i Bow weeks afterwards, we f< rund all the agricultural 

labour of the district being performed by women and children. 

Children were driving the pigs and tending the catU 

women were ploughing, digging, and manuring the fields. We 

entered into conversation, so far ai was practicable, with a 



handsome-looking, well-male, muscular woman clad in the 
universal a at ol the district, who spoke the 

si Conn 'in jnt lingo, and whose bare brawny legs, pro- 
tected at the ankles with " tracheal!*," a kind of rude mocnssiu, 
ware only a shale or two lighter than the garment that half 
concealed them, from her we learned that all the in 

around had gone away through the police, upon whom 

she vented her choicest indignation. " It would lie a good 

said she, " if they were all packed oft out of the country 
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—a parcel of buy, loitering fellows going about interfering with 
quiet people, who did no harm to any me.*' They had broken in 
her cabin door in the night-time and bad smashed all her 
crockery, although she told them hex husband was not at home, 
but had gone to see his " cmld gianmlthcr." As t 
swearing of people, aa the police said, she knew nothing about 
that ; the men th home from a wake up 

among the hills, and they only called on Mike Brannan, who 
was ill, just to enquire i Three o'clock in the morn- 

ing she admitted lobe mthev an early hoar to make Enquiries 
after a sick man's health; still that was nothing to he*. 
did not know anything about the Law! Bill or the Coercii 



LUOAUH PATRICE 1'ILOM CLEW BAY, COUHTY MAY". 

Her husband never spoke to her of such things : what site 
wanted was to have him home again, that he might manure 
and plant their plot himself, and let her attend to her baby. 
while this conversation was going on the woman was 
tossing manure into a cart with a three pronged fork with an 
energy that would have done credit to a navvy. 

Westfout and the Marquis of Sugo's Estate. 

There are people still living in West port who tell you that 

member the period when its enormous warehouses, which 

excite the amnxement of strangers, were surfed with grain, ami 



when a dozen ships of heavy tonnage were to he seen at one 
time alongside its tjnays, taking in cargoes of oats, and tiny 
generally unite in attributing the decay of the export trade of 
the place to tiie repeal of the corn laws. But Mr. Thackeray, 
who visited West port so far back as 1812. reported that at this 
epoch alongside the handsome pier one solitary cutter was lying, 
near to which were three boats, and that these, with six sailors 
lulling on the pier, were all the symptoms of maritime pros- 
jierity the port in those days presented. " As for the ware- 
houses," remarked be, " they aire enormoas, and might accommo- 
date, I should think, nut only the trade of Westport. but of 
Manchester too. There are huge streets of these hoases, ten 
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stories high, with cranes, owners' name*. &c, marked, winc- 

:-es, and so forth. 
no doubt admirals 
ines and tobacco 
These 
i ilaces whore 
ricd — a trade that in it* life- 
time pi ■ r Li this the first 
nor the huudredtb inntry which san- 
guine builders It ■: a imaginary 
.■.-rcc. 
The picture of nearly thirty jean preceding was true in 
the main ten years ago and lay, the 
only difference being that Time has herc'and there laid his 



band an all these brickB and mortar and solid masonry, and 
started many of their joints. We observed some great rente in 
the walls of more than one of these warehouses which had not 
from their floorings giving way under the h e avy burdens 
they had had to support I Sheston 

of the quay wae ormnbling to pieci 

to masonry, ami that the onl 

four ducks, which were waddling 

• ay in addition to the habitual 

haif -dozen b nwerelolli ibouriugHttle 

:11 the ironwork of the disnaed dredging* 

machine was eaten away with rust. that, the bottoms were 

fairly out of the mud bnrjte!:, that both rigging and hull of more 

Be cotter, aft te during the winter, were rotting 



I on. that Mr. Thackeray 
and thai the great bulk of these ware- 
houses, merely face the port, but line both sides of an 
adject ■: ivc been erected to accommodate an iinnainary 
commerce, for it. did not appeal that the padlocks on the 
majotii ■ in had ever been unlocked since the day the 
tret turned 
A ' '■ (TO, Lord John Browne, 
Igo,wM the solitary occupant of 
lian mansion in the midst of that charming 
park into which one pa< reeta of Westport, 
tnd where wood and-., rently undulating 
nlure combine to prodnoe one of those things of 
beauty which are joys torevi are him to whom they 
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chance to belong. Lord John Browne dwelt in the. domain of 
the Maniuisatc urn! exercised Bwayove* one knows not how 
many square miles of territory In the neighbourhood of 
West port atone, and carried on the work of evicting the poorer 
class of peasantry from tin? Marquis's estate. At one time, we 
believe, all the land hi I port and the borders of the 

county of Galway, upwards of thirty Kmrlisli miles, was the 
Marquis's for smiph-.' At West port, was his ■' lordly dwelling 
place," with a ilumi-hiug little town immediately outside his 
park gates on the otic side, and an extensive seaport on the 
other. The instant you pass the boundary of the Ma 
domain, huge piles of warehouses, taller than the family 
ancestral trees, tower ■ In endless file, urn I i he long 

perspective line of broad Stone (pays touches the very park 
railing. At the oilier end of this magnificent ■ 
secluded among the melancholy-looking range of mountains 
which locks in the Kill. I irquia had his salmon-fishing 

lodge, called Delphi, sheltered by a dense plantation of 
for tame reason or other, that want of pence which roses 
others than public men came over the Marquis ; and a! the 



time of the famine, with the view of escaping the heavy 
burdens ini[vosed by the poor law, he granted a long lease of 
fourteen Irish square miles of bin Mayo estates to Captain 
Houston, at the rate, it was commonly said, of fourpenoc-half- 
penny per acre; and on this immense tract of land — the major 
ixart mountain land, wo admit — not W mneh as a single 
bushel of oats was grown, the entire district having been con- 
verted into one vast grazing-ground, stocked with Scotch cattle 
■ in-ep, tended by what the native peasantry, who look 
with no kindly eye .in the interlopers, term, " Seatehmeu." 

Oaptain Houston bad not a single tenant-farmer on his 
fourteen Irish square miles of land. All who chanced to be on 
:ite when it came Into his hands had been dwy cleared 
off it. We did not hear that this gentleman had ever been 
threatened ; nevertheless he was living in his mountain solitude 
on the shores of Lough Don, with a post of Koynl Irish eon- 
Btabrdary establish laarqnis of BKgo'a old Sshing 

bard by, Shots, it is true, wen- tired At night time throo 
window of the cabin of one of his .Scotch herdsmen, but simply, 
understood, us n warning to hiiu to leave the country, 



which he was not slow to do ; and in the preceding autumn , 

Mr. James Hunter, a former stock manager of Captain 

Hooston's, who for some years past had farmed on his own 

account upwards of 4,000 aeres of mountain and arable land at 

TyTenftT, on the shores of Clew Bay, half a dozen miles north - 

. was shot dead on his cur within about a 

rof a mile of bis home, by a sure aim— for It was half-past 

ten o'clock at night, and he « snied by Lis wife, child, 

if whom were hurt. For this assassina- 

1i..n, which a h Mr. Hunter having taken proceedings 

. rs, who after being formally warned aft 

his bog-land, had continued cutting twrf ;<s th,.-y had long ticcn 

habit of doing, nine men were arrested, but they were 

all eventually discharged, for want of evidence. 

The I ; ' : '' of ih. Dr. Smith, is 

said to have I than five times, the last occa- 

sion I iciu^ about a year ago. The Mai if is a strict 

I m intimidated by the shooting 

/.■tit. The latter bad been warned not togoalwutwithout 

an armed escort, and had merely his sun with htm when he was 
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attacked at Claggan mountain, 
in the neighbourhood of West- 
port, by four men with bin 
ed faces, who fired at turn 
missed their aim. Mr. Smith's 
son on returning the ru:: 
fire proved himself a better shot, 
for lie lodged a ballet in •. 
them, which naturally 1 
salutary effect on the 
gang. At present Mr. Smith 
avails himself if pottce protec- 
tion, tlld is regularly to be seen 
going to bis ofuce in Westport 
accompanied by his son, and es- 
corted by a couple of the Hoyal 
Irish constabulary. 

L'lew Bay an-d Ckoaqh 
Patrice. 

Although one cannot say 
much for either the [>ort or the 
town of Westport (for the latter 
— cave that pleasant portion of 
it which fares the noisy little 
stream that divides, as it were, 
the town in two, is little else 
than a collection of small slatc- 
roufed houses and thatched 
nmd-enbins), everything may 
be said fur I heir situation and 
for the magnificent scenery in 
their immediate neighborhood. 
There is (Sew Bar, for instance, 
iu the south-custom angle of 
which Westport is situated, 
twenty miles iu length by eight 
. o miles wide, and so thickly 
studded with islands that they 
maybe counted by huudi 
islands, too, of the must vai\. 
character, some beautiful ly 
wooded, others mere jugged 
rocks ; others, again, though 
uninhabited, carefully culti- 
vated, ploughs be . ii boats for this purpose. 
The lion, however, of V. '-shaped mountain, 
called CrOAgh Patrick, dominating the town on the south- 
west, and formerly an object of superstitious reverence on the 
part of the peasantry. » Patrick cursed the 
snakes and other venomous reptiles and drove them out of 
Ireland. The sides and summit of Croagh Patrick are still 
climbed by religious devotees on what is called "pattern day," 
in the autumn season of the year, 

Bxuef op the Dismiss i.v tiii; VfBBi of Ireland. 

In ilie winter of 1S7SJ the deplorable condition of large num- 
i the small tenant farmers and cottiers in the Western 
parts of Ireland became a matter of grave public anxiety. 
From Oonnemara and the shorts of the Lay of Qalway, round 
those of lli, , ■ the poorer 

agricultural districts in the bleak and barren situations not far 






mos poi.H'E iirr at tyulnaj:. 

from the Atlantic, the distress was something terrible. The soil 
of Western Ooniiftitght being too |»t to support even its 
ion in had seasons, the distress there is 
chronic, and as Lord Duflirin says, there extends ; 'a broad 
riband of hopeless misery whieh no change in the preset 
I landlord and tenant is likely to alleviate." Th 
climate is of itself detestable, and unfortunately there is neither 
pital nor the energy a( ■ otrotcract i is influences. 

Absenteeism has done its worst in these parts, and things are 
now in so hopeless a condition that the heart of the most 
enere- iprietor may well fail him. 

To alleviate this distress, a relief fund was instituted in 

Dublin, in the early part of la-: year, under the auspices of the 

m of Marlborough, wife of the Lord Lieutenant of 

Ireland, and about the same time an auxiliary fund was 

by the Lotd Mayor of London. A second f n nil was 

raised in Dublin b met at the Mi 

and both Mr. I'arncll and the proprietor of tb 



Kwjl Herald set subscriptions 
on foot in the United Stales of 
America. In a couple of months' 
1 ime, about a quarter of a mil- 
lion sterling was raised, and 
arrangements were made for 
its judicious distribution in the 
shape of food, fuel, clothing, and 
i | tot atoes, chiefly by the aid 
of local committees. Indian 
corn meal was the staple article 
of food distributed, and govern- 
ment gun boats, freighted with 
this commodity, were employed 
in cruising among the islands 
til" the western coast, to relieve 
the furnishing people. 

The relief from America came 
in the form of provisions and 
clothing, and included barrels 
of potatoes and meal and cases 
of tinned meats dispatched to 
Ireland in the United States 
war frigate t.'onxti'llation. The 
cargo was transhipped to Seven 
British gun boats and was con- 
veyed by them to ports on the 
southern and western coasts, or 
disseminated among the neigh- 
bouring smalt islands, the Duke 
of Edinburgh charging himself 
with superintending the dis- 
tribution. 

The Scene of Mb. Hun- 
ter's Murder. — The 
Police Hut at Tybenar. 

While at Westport we paid 
a visit to NewJicld, or as it is 
more commonly called Tyrenar, 
a somewhat desolate-looking 
place where Mr. Hunter's farm 
was situated, and where Mr. 
Hunter lost his life, as already mentioned, by the ballet of an 
Bin, iyretiar is moreover iu the direction of Claggan moun. 
tain, the scene of the latest attempt on tin- life of Mr. Smith, 
the Marqms of Sllgo's agent. We drove out of Westport on the 
north through a melancholy-looking, depopulated district, into 
a cheerful cultivated country, extending to the little town of 
Newport, pleasantly situated on the banks of the river that con- 
nects Lough Ifetha with the sea. Soon after leaving Newport, we 
found - fairly among the hills, with the range of moun- 

tains that hem in Clew Bay, rising upon our right band. Inland, 
beyond the brown furrows and the emerald fields, we caught sight 
of a ruined ahbcy.and an ancient stone tower — the so-called castle 
of Uratv u\Yt alley whilom Queen of i jhi with a streak of 

feurquoise-rinted sea stretching beyond. Hereabouts, the country 
grew wilder looking, with merely a few cultivated plots among 
large- tracts of sedge and gorge, and not so much as a single tree 
visible in any direction. A Scotch farmstead was now passed, 
the large fields being well fenced, with sound gates eoniinuni- 
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eating between them, Perched on the top of a neighbouring 
hill, a little white chapel was seen, ami after crossing a tract of 
bog land the cur turned off where the road dipped down 
shores of Clew Buy. i n the direction of the farm formerly occupied 
hy Mr. Hunter. The little homestead in which the latter hail 
taken uj> Ids abode adjoins the ruins of some once considerable 
farm-house, and commands a view of the bay. and its multitu- 
dinous islands, towered nrer by Croagh Patrick. Mr. Hunter 
was shot just, where the road turns urt m New-field, and it is sup- 
posed that the assassin lay crouched in a corner of the bog — the 
Original cause of the ill-feeling of which bis victim was the 
object — which being dug out five Beet below the level of the road, 
afforded a convenient hiding place where Sis might await bis 
opportunity. For some time after the murder was committed, a 
police-sergeant and sevj . ma stationed in the house 

of the widow, but eventually Mrs. Hunter decided to dispense 
with thlg guard, and a portable iron hut was set up for their 
accommodation, close to the spot where the murder was com- 
mitted, and almost at the v.-rv door of the cabin of the man 
believed to lie guilty of the crime, 

These iron huts are common to the disturbed districts of Ire- 
land, being used for the temporary lodgment of any extra force 
of armed constabulary which may be sent into localities where 
some notorious act of v i . '■ een committed. The expense 

of maintaining Ihis force falls upon the inhabitants, and forms a 
heavy burthen when the tax is levied over a thinly populated 
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or limited area, as in the case of Tyrenar. whore the tax 
amounted to 23s. in the pound oil the rental. The Tyrcmir 
hut stands on the shores of the bay within a kind of compound, 
bounded by stone walls, over which at the time of our visit 
three or four lively young geese were roaming. The hut which 
has now been standing eleven years on the same spot, is formed 
of stout planking tinea with mm plates ball an inch thick, and 
is provided with portholes on all its sides to enable a fire to be 
directed bv its occupants against an attacking jjtirty arriving 
from any point. Ordinarily these portholes are kept closed 
by sliding iron shields. The dimensions of the hut are 12 
test by 9, and seven men are lodged in this small apartment, 
which derives its light and ventilation from a swing fanlight 
over the door. It is furnished with a table, a couple of i 
several military chests, and a small cooking-stove, together 
with hammocks, slung one above another, in which the men 
sleep. 

Towards the end of last year great opposition was threatened 
in comity Tipperery to the erection of one of these bote at 

Pallas on laud recently in the occupation of an evicted tenant- 
farmer and when the bailiff put in possession of the premises had 
been Bbot. A formidable display of military force, however, 
sufficed to cool the ardour of the pugnacious Pnllndians, and 
the hut was duly erected without any collision taking place 
between thcui and cither the civil or militury power. Moiv 
recently at Mandeady, iu the neighbourhood of Wcstpwi, the 



police engaged in erecting an iron hut were refused lodgings 
and entertainment in the locality, nnd had to drive to 
Westport, :i distance of six miles, every evening to procure 
beds. After a day or two the local ear-owners refused to 
convey them, and they had to trudge daily from West port to 
Islandcody and back again until the work was completed. 

The Royal Irish Cosstabvjlary. 

The Royal Irish Constabulary was established by Act of 
Parliament, in 1814, and since the yeaT ltHt! the force has been 
maintained wholly at the expense of the central government, 
excepting in those cases where additional police protection has 
been applied for by the magistrates of any county or district, or 
has been assigned' in riisturlied localities by order of the Lord 
Lieutenant. The ordinary strength of the force somewhat 
exceeds 11,000 men, exclusive of the Dublin metropolitan police. 
Objections have from time to time been made to its semi-military 
character, still the nun. though trained to the use of arms, and 
furnished with them to be used in case of need, are not 
accustomed to bear them in ordinary jjolice service, or to 
display them for the purpose of intimidation. 

The Irish constabulary arc altogether a superior body of men, 
both morally and physically, although, perhaps, a little too 
itrictly drilled and fettered by military routine. Of powerful 
physique, they undergo at times an amount of fatigue that 
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APTIX1NU A NOTICE OP BYTCTIQS ITKDM [HOTBCTIOS OF THE POI3CK, 



would completely knock tip (he regnhw mldier, Heing often up 
two riijzhrs consecutively at a stretch, and not nnfrequcritly 
going on foot over from twenty to thirty aides of RtHmd be- 
tween snnsc-t and sunrise. We found most ol those whom 
into con srtth, and mow especially the »ergen.nts, exceed- 

ingly in ' the men i ly good, hut 

their chances of promotion are alight, and appear to be produc- 
tive of macl faction. An erroneous idea 
prevails in Bnglan Irish police are deficient in skill in 
pctraton "f *gwri»a crimes, and it has often 
:lives to assist them. 
Nothiiu absurd. In thinly-populated 
coontrj. nil infurmatinn is steadily withheld by 
:rom.-li sympathy or fear, or down-right 
n l»y them, nf wl Id a London 
-■ it |io-sil.le under such a condition of 
things to bring oftenden to justice unless they happen 
caught in tli' well remcml«cr a sergi ice re- 
marking to us at Kithilkn that they had not so much as a 



single friend among the small farmers aw I peasantry throaghont 
the entire 

The Dublin I'm am n't Journal, recently published nn e 
the gift of which was, that as tbe Royal trish Constabulary are 
almost all the Bona of small fanners, they are not to l«o depended 
upon ii. ;:( erteui to aid the Government in any 

against tlieir own class. To the sou of :i western farm' 
in- in the west, win: re any day he m.v. 
netghlwurboodtoBuppn nccs in which bit father or his 

brothers an talcing part, or to protect pi ■ its who 

possibly may be sc i npon them, the 

full of dlffka 

influenced by sympathy U>\- 

allow incidents to |.n-s of which he ought to take notice. The 
iwerer, <>f a constable serving In hit own «r ha 
adjoining comity i!.<| the i 

from the unplemtn placed in antagoi 

own belongn m to serve i i 

than their own. 



arc upwards «,f 8000 Itoninn Catholics in the force, but 

tld lie an iaanlf So them to as.-nime that they, or any large 

son <if them, would be imlrue to their "nath anil their 

training. Fifty years ago, when Roman Catholics yet smarted 

from a sense ol their religions disabilities, and when, if ever, the 

Korean Catholic constable might have been expected to waver, 

1..: did his duty loyally and well .luring the tithe war, when he 

wl,s . ' -'* ' ' ■ 1 rotecl the tithe-proct. *s in i be execution of 

1 hi " ™ U!i| ■■- ■« <--!y opposed to his own opinions. 

I tfcaf : '' Carrickahoek fourteen men, the mnjoriiv r,f 

were Roman Catholics, laid down their lives in an attempt 
! rooter com a heir charge. Why should we 

aooW thai tfnulsr hyplty may lie looked f..r now 7 

Cactlkbab, Cnirarrr Mato. 

ELEVSrs mites distant from Westport by rnil, ia the town of 

of which is a large green, planted with 

ivo a novel and remarkably pleasant aspect to 

me piace, Around are grouped the courthouse, the 
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Farming uxdeh Difficulties in Mayo. 

When nt Casllebar we found everyone extremely anxious to 
give as information respecting the evictions on the property o£ 
Miss Gardiner, at Baliybeg, northward, in the neighbourhood of 
KiBala Bay ; but, following the course we had invariably 
adopted, we thought it preferable to drive some five-and-ihirt y 
English miles and gather our information on the spot. We 
went by jrablic car as far as Ballina, crossing on our route 
the granite ridge which developes itself between Ballina 
and Sligo, into what are known as the Gx mountains, and 
having the great Nephin mountain keeping us company on 
our left hand throughout the journey. Kear the ridge known 
as "The Bocks," we came upon a couple of peasants — a man and 
his wife — engaged in harrowing their patch of rock-strewn moun- 
tain land under difficulties which would have astounded a plough- 
man in our Midlands. Scattered over the poor land lying in die 
hollows between the masses of rock wore wretched little cabins, 
built of turf and stones, inhabited by hard-living families, who 





Farmhil], and indeed as far as Ballina, she is known by the 
sobriquet of "Man Gardiner," f™m her habit of commonly 
going alxnit, not over ber own domain merely, but through the 
streets of Ballina in semi-male attire, and even we were told, with 
the stock of a revolver peeping out of her jacket pocket. At the 
point the road swept round to the house a little shepherd's 
cottage was pared, where four police constables were installed 
although Mi-s Gardiner had been absent from Fnrmhill for 
several months. A broken window in a small outbuilding 
immediately adjoining the bouse was pointed out as being 
the one through which a charge of shot was fired on the 
preceding Chris mas Eve, when some eight grains wounded 
Miss (jardiner in the bead. This attempt at assassination 
followed close upon the service of the notices of ejectment on 
Miss (Jarditier's Bally beg tenantry, and was an unquestionable 
of ir. BtHl, none of the tatter ythtc arrested, neither did 
the suspicion of the police point in that direction ; though it is 
impossible not to surmise that some of litem, if any rate bad a 



grow potatoes and oats in small patches of ground, wherever the 
boiddcrs will let them sow wed. There is seldom pasture for a 
cow, but they usually contrive to keep a pig. The harrow for 
the oat-field, was an implement of the rudest make, and had to 
be guided, or lifted over the rocks, by the baud of the wife 
who held it with a roj>e of straw. The* horse, most likely bor- 
rowed or hired for the day. was led by the husband, and thus 
they made shift to do the work. It was a fine example of agri- 
culture in the oivilisi d nineteenth century, and in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

About half-way to Ballina wo struck Lough Conn, with a 
little island some short distance from the shore, where 
" potheen " whisky was illicitly distilled almost under the very 
noses of the police, installed in neighbouring barracks in the 
midst of a mountain wilderness, at a place called Pontoon 
Bridge, which, save the aforesaid barracks, has in ii only a 
single house erected for an hotel, tint occupied at the epoch of 



MAYO PBASASTRT. 

our visit as a shooting and fishing lodge by a well-known 
London publisher. Wc crossed Lough Conn at its narrowest 
point, then skirted the lower lake known as Lough Cullen, and, 
eventually quitting the hind of the mountain for the land of 
liog, in due course reached Ballina, a town of some pretension 
so far as population and hotels are concerned, as it numbers 
something like 5300 inhabitants, being half as many again as 
Castlebar, and supports three or four capital hotels, which is 
what very few second-rate Irish towns can manage to do. 

From Ballina to BaUybeg was a dreary drive through a some- 
what mountainous country, every acre of which has been re- 

abut 1 by the hard industry of the ratal] tenant farmers and 

peasantry, patch by patch, and year after year. A whole 
mountain side in the neighbourhood of Ballycastle, near to 
where Miss Gardiner's | -i mated, had been converted 

from a wet buks in to wholesome pasture and arable land, by 
flic hard labour of the tenant farmers who lived at its base ; 
and it was the same in other parts of Mayo. Wherever the 
peasant's farm edged on the bog or mountain, he was certain to 
reclaim it, bit by bit, rood by rood ; until at last the marketable 
value of the estate became so enhanced by his labour, that in 
many instances the land, which at one time was not worth six- 
pence an acre, became worth twenty shillings— rivalling i In- 
famous instance cited by Mr, Senior, of the barony of Femey, 
the tenants of which, without the owner ljeiug at the cxp' 
laying a tile, raising a fence, or driving a nail into a gate, in- 
creased its value from £3000 to £50,000 a year I 

" Man Gardineh " and her Tenantry. 

To reach Baliybeg it was requisite to drive through Miss 
Gardiner's grounds, through a gate that no longer swung on its 
hinges, and past a lodge the picture of Hibernian decay — 
although the owner, if not of Scotch birth, is at any rate of 

Scotch extinction. In the ncSghbonrhood of her residence, 




guilty complicity in the attempt again*! Miss Gardiner's life. 
And this, is tin- dreadful feature in these affairs, ihat families 
who for generations have lived resjicelable members of society 
and preserved a thoroughly unsullied name, should, with good 
1 of a guilty knowledge of the violent means 
about to I* taken to avenge, if not to redress, their wrongs. 

Al the extremity of the grounds of Earmhill is Baliybeg, n 
small hamlet of cottages, each with its adjacent outbuildings. 
The fir.-l habitation we reached was thai of Michael Moreghan, 
who, with his aged wife and one of his sons, with the ■ 
the latter and their four young children, still occupied it, the 
family, although they had l>eca formally evicted for more 
than a month, being allowed to remain a limited time as "care- 
takers," The old man himself was on a lied of sickness, from 
which the chances were that he would never rise again. The 
son — a big-lxtned, muscular, outspoken Irishman— had made 
arrangements to emigrate, wilb his wife anil children, to ll"' 
United States in less than a month. His brother Arthur, who 




SCESE OF THE MUimEB OF L01tl> MOOTV. i :;: r>, neai; (LOXBUIt, COrXTT MAYO. 

1, Ebor Hall, the residence of Lord Mountraorrce. 2. The Spot where the Murder was committed. 8. Flanagan's Cabin, 
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was also married, and itnated — 

some fifty | ^.h 

was the case with tbi 
tenants. Hut it was 

— the two old men wives, 

nnd the still more aged mother of ilie Howards. 
They were an] .. Atlantic 

i-imply to lay their bones on American soil, and 
yet for mile- throughout - 
bad lived all th - wa8 ( be 

procured. There, as elsewhere in Ireland, di- 
rectly n ten am •■ t is levelled to the 
gteand. The -.v I, was " all before 
where lo ■ rest : " and out 
into the ■ i,ie weta forced 
to go. 

The peculiar j)ijig oflse 

was this. I-;. That all tl ,t f,, r 

{jencratinns on their holdings, the la 

; aimed by their 
nncestora ; *>n.i. n*idr:rable proportion 

of them were upward tan of age ; 

3rd, That they bad erected not merely their own 
■ '.:cs and out-buddings, hat had .vine to 
lartre expense in draining the land ; 4th. That 
their rents were fren 

the poor-law valnation o{ their holdings, and 
that none of theni owed their landlady asix]. 

Miss Out ist as unpopular to-day in 

Mayo as she was ten years ago. She remains 
*liut up in r.inuhill house, with a female com- 
panion, an old steward, and a couple of con- 
stables. All food supplies had l>cen cat off from her <■• 
such as she derived through the agency of ee, until 

an armed Orange expedition arrived unexpectedly from the 
north and efiected her release. 

Depopulated Mayo. 

Tbs- days yiner in all directions and 

mixing with ml conditi K sufficed U us that 

the abnormal condition thin comity hnd presented up till within 




l.iUV.II MASK CASH STV II IV.p. 

a Few wecta of om visit, was tmtirelj :itt ributable to the attempts 
wlueh bad been made to revive that system of wholesale eviction 
from winch the tenant-farmers and peasantry of Mavo suffered 
so severely in years past. All through the centre of Ireland in 
every town, every village, and by every roadside, ruined cabins 
were continually being met with ; but in Mayo, whole districts 
that Had been depopulated within a comparatively recent period 
were encountered. One drove through entire villages of mined 
cabins with hardly so mnch as a habitable dwelling remaining 
and in the neighbourhood of Westport, hillside after hillside being 



pointed out on the estate of the Marquis of Slign, 
where not so much as a single head of cattle or a 
single sheep was to be .seen, hut where ten years 
before cottages might be counted bv the hundred 

A nd even among the mount a i ns o ne'e ver and anon 
came across the ruined walls of some sob'tary 
substantial farm-house overhung by sprcadinc 
trees just bursting into leaf, with the surround- 
ing laud showing traces of reeent cultivation, 
where the tenant had been capriciously evicted 
possibly for no other reason than because his 
married son had been allowed to bring his wife 
home m live under the common roof. All this 
was patiently submitted to, but it is different 
to-day, when the mere serving of a notice of 
eviction has to bo accomplished under the pro- 
tection of a powerful force of constabulary and 
occasionally of military even. 

Scene of the Murder of Lord 
mouktjiorres. 
Ox the borders of counties Mayo and Galwav 
and IB close proximity to that part of Comic- 
maia known be Joyce's cmintry.is a narrow strip 
of rocky moorland separating two considerable 
bikes, Longh Cornb and Longh Mask, and form- 
iori of natural bridge to reach the westerly 
pen.us.tla of Oonnemam. Here the obscure little 
hamlet of Clonl.nr is situated, aud here lay the 
unprofitable lands owned by Lord Mountmorres, 
i „i t *„ , a ° Sh n ? , ' lem3n > ot ancient family and title 
w 'tZ ? y ^P ™"*** estate, whose rent-roll numbered 
bat fifteen tenants, and these merely of small holdings His 
lordship s whole income from the land was only *a£fa TC , iT 
and his dwelling was a modest house called Etwr HaU with a 
space of lawn and wood around it on the slope of the hill 
overlooking the beutiful expanse of Longh Comb and its mulli ' 
picturesque islands. Here, with his wife and children 
resided this poorest of country gentlemen, living in the nlainest 
style, hopeless of improving his fortunes, and deprived by com- 
parative mdigcnee erf the enjoyment of social pleasures and 
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honours befitting Ms rank, Of :< i|uiet,hmiiet>. studious disnosi- 
lion, and willing to do all the good passi bis hombtesl 

ours, he' had acquired some medical skill, abioh bo 
practised gratuitously for their benefit, thus by his pel 
exertions making ap for his Inability to give or spend money 
in rclievirvi; their frequent needs. Ills tew tenants had ever 
bond liii" !' considerate and Indulgent landlord. Bu 
position, not his personal character or conduct, made him n 
mark far the claw batted systematically provoked by the 
Land Leaga | and singled him out l>>r a violent ami 
■U-nth. • 

Tin' crime was iicrpi'trnlort nliout eighl o clock in the evening 
of (be 25th of September tart year, on the road between Oonbur 
and Kbor Hall. The unfortunate nobleman was atone, drlting 
his own oar, on his way home from a magistrates' meel ; 
I'lt.uiiiir. Tbe road, boonded ori mob side by Uneven 
walls, lies botweei «md, afford- 

. nirtii lurking-place. On an eminence abonl :> 
mile f mm Clonbur the assassin appears and as 

Lord Motrotauorresdme past, within arm's tbe wall, six 

shots, ail taking effect, were discha at from a revolver. 

Death must bare been instantaneous, from the. nature 
wounds, Tin' facilities fur the ■ c were 

ample. A range of mountain id a quarter of a mile 

V , , , e 1 1 ti the one hand ; while on the etch o( 

rocky undulating ground swe to too short 

across which, escape In a boal OOold 1m; readily B 

pUshed. 
When Lord tn the car. tl ittnued 

and readied the lodge, wb< i tl The gate 

was opened and tbe haras and ear were brought in. tml 
(driver, Ai fust Uiis did not cause ani apprefa 

il Ins lordship might have alighted t<i walk 
down the bill. But, some minutes havii I without his 

appearing, the senouts went in search of him with a lamp. 
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\\ two they hod gone aU.nl two mile body 

lifeless and riddled with bullets,!™ ;, 

; ,f P Ioo f li he carried was found in 

breast-peel were loaded and two 

UutHi.-laner.lnl no( appear to ban 

H " ' himself. 

D of ekhei \h, g or the 

s "t" I by 

the conduct of Hugh Flanagan and hh> family, |ni 

'<lsfj.nn the scene of I 
''am- I Hit polio clto 

■ody, still lying in the road. Be thought he do- 
•i i. an 1, lir. 
to the ncarcHt house. It v. 
he at once refused n ,„, the 

day twelve moni 

body to be carried Into mi .,„ii„ | lt in thc 



i until a car was procured, on whi. U it was removed to 

Jviwr Hail, 

The OsniA./ism; or ('.utai.v Boycott. 

fmultancoosly with the murder -,f Lord Mount- 
marres, ft somewhat extraordinary si.it e of affairs arose in the 
hoodod BaUinrobe, on the shores of Lough Mask not 
from the locality where the above onfortunate nobleman 
met with bm cruel death. Captain B tfor 

the estates of Lord Erne, was gnbjecl threats of 

tio enee. At the bidding of the Land League all his labourers 
hadrefuse 1 roworkaay longer for him. and his erapa were spoil- 
tog for want of hands togathw them in. The un Sent 

was everywhere attended byan i „ ,£„;. 

son of ten constables on bin premises, some established in a httf 
m ' i } l i «rl of Lough tfaak House adjacent to the 

ma castle, [ n tl and escorted abroad Mr B 

barfly were finally reduced to a single femilc 



liALUNi. 

domestic Everybody else had gone away, pretesting sorrow, 
but alleging thai the power brought to bear upon them was 
prater than they cmdd resist. Farm bbonre™, workmen! 
herdsmen , stablemen. aU went, leaving the earn standing, the 
horses w the stable, the sheep in the field, the turnips, swedes 
carrots, and potatoes m the pound. The laundress refund to 
wash for the famUr any longer] the baker at IMlinrobe was 
afind to Boppiy ,hem with bread, and the butcher feared to 
send them meat. The state of si was parted 

JZjS^S, \" ,"■"' ''"' ;l!ily :,t l '"'* l; l Klch described a sight 
encountered by him on hie arrival, which he justly remarked 
wasnot to he pamUcled in any other civilised eointry! ™ vend 
a, tan fa. the road" observed he, "wasa flooi of sheep, in fro , 

Wd b I IT t ,sm,,i,, « thcm >""*■ »* « shep- 

herd it. a lea ,.k e t aided by a bull terrier was 

P"™?' t0 snfep throngh a gate into an adjacent field. Desnite 
her white woollen shawl and the work she was engaged uoo it 

Was quite evil,,,., from her v..i,, ; :ill ( mWfthT^^ 
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herdcss -was of the upper class, and the Bhepterd, albeit dressed 
in a leather jacket, carried himself with the true military air. 
Both were obviously amateurs at sheep-driving, and tin* smart, 
intelligent bull-terrier was as much an amateur (is eitber of 
them, for shepherd, shepherdess, and dog were only doing what 
a good collie would achieve alone and unaided. Behind the 
shepherd were two tall members of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
in full uniform nud with carbines loaded. As the shepherd 
entered the field the constables followed him everywhere at a 
distance of n few yards. All his buckings and fillings, turnings 
and doublings, were followed by the armed policemen. This 
combination of the most proverbially peaceful of pursuits with 



carbines and buckshot was irresistibly striking, and (he effect 
of the picture was not diminished by the remarks of Captain 
and Mrs, Boycott, for the shepherd and shepherdess were no 
other than these." 
Captain Boycott had lieen farming nt Lough Mask f«r seven 
ljosidcs acting as Lord Emu's agent. He had had on 
bis own account a few difficulties with Ills workpeople ; bid 
those were tided over by concessions on his part, and all went 
smoothly till the serving of some notices upon the tern 
Lord Brae, A pro r and his escort retreated on I 

Mask House, followed by a mob. and ort the following day all 
the farm servants were unlered to leave Mr, i employ- 



ment. All the weight of the tenants' vengeance had fallen 
upon the unfortunate agent, whom the irritated people declared 
they would " hunt out of the country." 

Ynr.UNTKKU I ■ ORPS AT LoiGH MaSK. 

The nK-nns adopted ling no doubt of the Land 

hive Captain B <>f the country baring 

become known in DubUn,ftiw in Ulster, it was proposed by 

who sympathised with Captain Boycott's (flat 
oonditii id a targe party of Tolunteer labourers, well 

armed for their "wn defence, to perform all the work that was 
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bandred no ,;,.,. i, ut 

g that III: 

■ I to b sort of private 

war ' ; encountered In- s(il) greater 

*nrry. Th rati (hereto™ 

. from Cavan and « led by 

"' :. Hard, a Dublin solicit 

a largo milftarj 
I detachments or the M 
,p Army .- 

rotting party. The ti 

. ." ' J ■ ',' ■''■.•' -' arm*, and an ample guard was 

and grounds. On the 
day, they were e 

bjr "* HH[ " Sa a regular encamp. 



rIB "»*" ' I-II-K TOT CALWAY OOUKMKJE 






£2 ' !] > 'I'lrfy tents, all teqniaitc catnmwmne 

w? I ■' E 

1 

Ihev 
. ,c ? «1 by Captain and Mj -.vit!, 

iKir.-nklr.M, and nephew, had been ewJurmg real privaUow 

it of breadftmn 
Z£| ta ""^ ' 'en act," 

ad twenty 
"f^:;' v ! ». wwtli altogether abort £500 

or«WW r men, who wen as of farn 

went dihgont r to work, nil( fcr t)» p of ,n e m ™ t l7y 

and constebulai , ,if the crop-, and to threat the oats 

and com i Boycott, 



Rbttos uf the Ratnff fours- | li:inR1 . URE op 

< APTAIH BOYCOTT. 

Tiikik labours duly accomplished, spit* „f ( i. P ht«»» ■ , 

r to which they had been eWd I? T" 7 

teer relief corns nrn«-n«?«i7 n J! ^ , ' . men of &« 

whfch they W^n P ^^ a X.V" S£J&?^ fr '"" 

taking leave of Captain Ccottinti / ".fortnight. After 

House, they set off WtS bv t r,™ ' ' Maiik 

robe. Early Ife (Zw I l>a "" thei * mardl '" Ba,li "" 

Captain BojJoE JflZ aailTwh^Se? E 522™* ,* 

mlfiterj nelleci in •! ™ ' , * ht ' l' TOt «*i<»» of a 

the military KS^fiT m .t.oage. ■■ Shen 
tain BoycS toMrTffiaS ^iTasT^l^V V™" 2fc 
them, Had I not done ^iV^l^JttlK 
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brolk • „ nl ,r, ,-J rcla " [1 : ""1 < l '■'•"• •" » mn.lm.-lh., J- 

i™ •'" l,k " n *'l"» : wilds of \, ' ],, 

k« i othffli poor dtetrictS of Ireland. Mayo h -aalilw 

r-h^p^thedZ? 
tenpp Ml . ta ^ ^Sf £££,<£ A 

lofBojrwlttng.ffirwrjatag to ban unj do, 
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exeeration of fhcir neighbours, the Government eventually de- 
termined to interfere, niid prohibited all meetings called for any 
snob purpose, or which might Assibly lead >•> * disturbance of 
the public pence. Otic of i fie cadiest meetings of this kind which 
was suppressed, was attempted to l>c held at Broukborougb, 
county Fermanagh. On Uiis occasion Mr, RodoJphna Harvey. > 4 
Knniskillcn, stipend i:iry tr-id.ut magistral!', having thrice read 
the Riot Act, and being assisted by :t constabulary fore-. 1 , drove 
the people out of the field where, (he platform was in com 
erection. The two delegates from the Land League, Mr. James 
0' Kelly. M.I\ for Knscoimnnn, Tfho is also CO! * of the 

aim Yerk Ifimki, and He Kettle, from Dublin, were tamed 



out. by Mr. Harroy in a vrn- Bnmmfiry manner. He took the 
Bret-named gentleman by the shoulders, mul handed him orer 
lyof a constable, who quickly remOTed him from 
the ground. There ml no attempt at resistance, as it whs 
known that a squadron of dm quartered in the town, 

Galwat Sketches. 

iSO the sketches made In county finlway is one depicting 

a painful scene— the patient waiting of groups of Starring 

people outside the Gnlwav court-house in the hope of. receiving 

ustomnry doles d Indian corn no the relief 

committee sitting there. The other Hal way sketches sbowiog 



the market women in Ihe "!«l booths, the groups on the quay 
the men and women of that unlive Irish ghetto known as the 
e scene En the Ash market, mid the street loungers 
- ml sun i- "f aflairs, ate as char aote r isU o 
and truthful as they are picturesque, The Claddagfa is a cluster 
of rude cabins on the hca- 
people, mostly boatmen or fishermen, 01 oilers, dwell 

quite a] the townsfolk, i-herishiug their own habits :ni I 

custom*, and ipeaidng their men language, It is said that they 
ban-, like the iripetes nad till of late years, a code of laws and 
1 gOTO mnent administered by an elective monarch who is 
called in Oalway 'the King of Clsddagh," and who Is yearly 
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rho.~r.ii by"tbe Ciaddagh Boys'' on the ere of St. John. A 
procession rf men ami women, 1«ariupr long fasces of dock- 
»tcms, escort him through the quarter, and, when proclamation 
has beer ie. bonfires arc lighted in honour of hi- rti^n 

ft* Ok velvcuionth. ilia ensign is a white Sag, and 

he is empowered to decide all <piarrcls and punish nil minor 
offences among the Ciaddagh population, without ttoubli 

il all. These very original 

"Men of Gal war, seem .regard the sbopkecp- 

nal, official •>- wearing, KiiglMi-spcaking 

classes. :i a« an infi >f upstart new-comer», 

;■ ml 



SKKn KES IK HfHLIN'. 

DtfBLIH St EXES. 

tnresr among these Dublin scenes is one which Wlongs 

to J wis t history, and not to the con tern porary social and political 

corrupt system formerly practised in 

the selection of special juron for frown prosecutions, " It was 

an i'ntfv. " thut a small knot of broken- 

''""'i ' safe politi i iiablcct to live 1 

trade. They wurt always in Court : their confederates in the 

Sheriff's Office and the Crown Offices knew they were to be 

relied upon ; and they went into the jurors' room to earn the 

i in Bach oases with as much regularity as the Sheriff* 



baihffs took their places outsiie." rhe venal and subservient 
special jurymen, refert...- C. Gavan Dufiy were called 

' I-our-Conrt guinea-pigs," in allusion to the amount of their 
regular fee, and to the weU-tnown •■ Fuar Courts," on the 
Dublin Quays— a flue range of buildings, erected towards the 
end of the last century, where til the highest judicial business 
of Ireland is transacted, Ehs other sketches depict various 
groups of loungers in tl. |naj . mos tlv under 

,hc u ' )[ sting djlitical excitement, although the 

:;ien congregated at tic foot of kelson's pillar arc 
apparently al>sorbed in ne mole important subject of cogii 
than their own noble a I 
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